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SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

This Wetland Delineation Report has been prepared for the Site located on Historic
Route 66 in the City of Litchfield, Montgomery County, lIllinois (Figures 1 and 2). The
approximate 24+-acre property is identified as parcel numbers 15-17-100-004 and 15-17-
200-010 on the municipal tax maps (Figure 3) (“the Site”). The approximate center of
the Site is located at 39.141232°N, -89.672104°W.

The Site is bound by Historic Route 66 to the east and agricultural land to the north,
south, and west (Figure 1). Site photographs are provided in Appendix A.

The project site is currently an agricultural field used for the purpose of row crop
production. There are no existing structures on-site and an access drive is present along
the northern site boundary (Figure 4). An agricultural swale is present in the central
portion of the study area and did not qualify as a wetland during the site visit (see
Appendix D - USACE Data Sheets). The site was noted as being in a seasonal mild
drought. However, preceding the site visit there were multiple days with rainfall and site
conditions appeared normal on the day of the site visit.

Site grades are approximately 685 feet, per the North American Vertical Datum of 1988
(NAVD 88). The site is located in the West Fork Shoal Creek (HUC-10) watershed (Figure
1). The mapped path of West Fork Shoal Creek surface water is to the east of the site.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Effective Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM) does not have current mapped digital data information within and around
Litchfield, IL. The Litchfield area flood data for the site dates back to 1/9/1981 (FIRM
panel 1709920005A).

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory (NWI)
database does not identify any mapped water features on-site (Figure 5).

Langan wetland scientists performed a site inspection on 12 November 2024. The
presence of wetlands was confirmed in the northeast portion of the Site. Wetland A is
further described in Section 2.0 below.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey mapper shows five soil map units to be located onsite.
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The following soil map units are present along the periphery of the site: Harrison silt
loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes (127A), Harrison silt loam, 2 to 5 percent slopes (127B),
Oconee-Darmstadt-Coulterville silt loams, 2 to 5 percent slopes, eroded (882B2),
Herrick-Biddle-Piasa silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes (894A), and Cowden-Piasa silt
loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes, hydric (993A)(Figure 6).

The USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation System (IPaC) Official Species
List, dated 13 November 2024 from the Southern lllinois Sub-Office Ecological Services
Field Office identifies the potential presence of the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis), the experimental population, non-essential Whooping Crane (Grus americana),
and the candidate species, the monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus)(Appendix C).

WETLAND SITE VISIT

The subject property was evaluated for the presence of potential wetlands by Langan
wetland scientists on 12 November 2024, in accordance with USACE guidelines as
specifically referenced in the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual and
the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual:
Midwest Region, Version 2.0, August 2010. This methodology utilizes a three-parameter
approach to identify and delineate wetlands. The technical criteria require a field
evaluation of the dominance of hydrophytic vegetation, the presence of suitable wetland
hydrology, and hydric soils in a positive determination. Observations for these
parameters are discussed below and data sheets showing the absence of wetland
features onsite are included in Appendix D.

The project site is fully developed as an agricultural field used for row crop production.
The majority of the site is therefore devoid of volunteer vegetation and was dominated
by remnant corn from the previous harvest. A farmed wetland review was conducted
following protocol outlined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
Agency in coordination with the use of the Antecedent Precipitation Tool (APT) issued
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The aerial summary and antecedent precipitation
results are included (Appendix B). Eleven total signatures were reviewed, however,
none were present in greater than 50% of aerials with normal precipitation. The area
identified as Signature 1 coincides with flagged Wetland A.

The eastern and northern vegetated upland areas consisted of common grasses and
invasives species with no saplings, shrubs, or trees. Dominant species consisted of
Kentucky blue grass (Poa pratensis), foxtail (Setaria spp.), dandelion (Taraxacum
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officinale), goldenrod (Solidago spp.), red clover (Trifolium pratense), and English
plantain (Plantago lanceolata).

One wetland was identified within the northeastern portion of the site as shown on the
Site Aerial Photograph (Figure 4). Refer to the wetland delineation field data sheets for
additional information on vegetation, soils, and hydrology (Appendix D).

Wetland A

Wetland A is a 0.058-acre wetland located in the northeastern corner of the site. The
majority of the wetland is comprised of low-quality herbaceous vegetation that partially
extends into the agricultural field. Wetland A also connects to the roadside drainage
ditch associated with Historic U.S. Route 66. During the farmed wetland review,
Wetland A was reviewed as Signature 1. Although Signature 1 was not present in
greater than 50% of the reviewed aerials with normal precipitation, during the site visit
perennial wetland vegetation was observed and the wetland was flagged.

The dominant vegetation observed within the wetland is Fall Panic Grass (Panicum
dichotomiflorum), vyellow foxtail (Setaria pumila), lance-leaved American-aster
(Symphyotrichum lanceolatum), and pinkweed (Persicaria pensylvanica).

Hydrologic indicators observed within Wetland A include surface water, a high-water
table, saturation visible on aerial imagery, and geomorphic position.

Soils within Wetland A met the criteria for hydric soil indicators depleted below dark
surface (A11) and depleted matrix (F3).

3.0 CONCLUSION

The regulatory boundaries of wetlands and jurisdictional waters (a \Waters of the United
States) have been delineated in compliance with the USACE delineation manual. One
wetland is present onsite in the northeastern corner of the site.

\angan.com\data\CHN\data3\641060301\Project Data\_Discipline\Natural Resources\Reports\Litchfield Solar_WLD Report Narrative_DRAFT.doc
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FARMED WETLAND REVIEW
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