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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

North Sun LLC, a wholly owned entity of 22c Development, LLC, (collectively, the “Applicant” or “North 

Sun LLC” or “22c”), hereby submits this application for a Solar Farm Development Permit (Application) to 

construct, operate, and maintain the North Sun LLC solar project, a proposed up-to-10 MWac 

commercial solar energy facility (Project) on a 75 acre parcel and spanning approximately up to sixty-five 

acres (Project Area) in Raymond Township in Montgomery County, Illinois. As shown on the Solar Farm 

Development Permit Plans in Exhibit C, the Project’s site layout meets the required minimum road right-

of-way setbacks and property line setbacks per Section F.2.f. of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance 

No. 2023-23.   

The Project will be sited over up to sixty-five acres of leased property bound to the north and west by 

agricultural fields, bound to the east by North Road, and bound to the south by N 21st Ave. The Project 

has partnered via an executed lease agreement with the Wood Family Partnership. The parcel is County 

Parcel ID 06-14-400-003 and will host the Project’s infrastructure. The Project’s current land usage can 

be characterized as cultivated agricultural fields. The project’s proposed site entrance is located along 

North Road in the NE corner of the property, which is a township road at that particular point of the road 

on the norther portion of the subject property. This Project will ultimately deliver power to the electrical 

grid through two points of interconnection via the Ameren power lines on the east side of North Road. 

22c is also in the midst of helping the Raymond Roundtree Drainage District record its primary easement 

for a 12” tile line on the property along North Road. This tile line is set back approximately sixty or so feet 

from the road with a 15 foot easement area set back from the tile centerline, so approximately 30 feet in 

width is the width of the primary easement the district has and will be recorded in 2024.  22c is helping 

get this easement recorded while also agreeing to a crossing for its access road which will be 

perpendicular to North Road for its points of interconnection with Ameren’s new 34.5 kV line to Hillsboro 

and its point of access.  None of the actual Project’s panels or fence will be over the district tile and prior 

to construction 22c will furnish the district with a fully plotted and in-depth tile survey of the property for its 

records and for any legal updates required for the easement.  22c has worked directly with Mr. Wernsing 

this year to organize this plan and encourages county board members to contact Mr. Wernsing to review 

and confirm this plan.  We highly value the protection of important district tile lines on properties we 

develop as this is the best farmland in the state and the solar project cannot and will not have any effects 

on its neighbors’.  Any part of the district or property owner’s tile that will and could be affected will be 

upgraded after the survey at the Applicant’s cost during pre-construction to minimize any impacts. 

Next, the Applicant has considered recent updates to the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance No. 2023-

23, amended 06/13/2023, to ensure the Project meets the latest requirements and submits this 

Application to obtain a Solar Farm Development Permit (SFDP) from the Montgomery County Board.  

In preparation for filing the SFDP application, the Applicant has reached out itself to certain neighbors to 

discuss any vantage point impacts from homes and has used its best effort to make the situation better.  

A month or so prior to the finalization and submission of this application 22c overnighted a letter to 

KENNETH & DIONNE MANZER who live on the already-screened property to the south.  22c received no 

response and will continue to try.  22c will also be attempting to contact ROBERT MULCH as well.  Also 

in preparation for this application filing of the SFDP application, the Applicant or the county mailed 

through certified mailings per the county code all properties within 250’ of the property line, per 
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Montgomery County Application for a Solar Farm Development Permit, to provide Project awareness and 

will follow all local notice guidelines as well for other properties at the appropriate time prior to the SFDP 

public hearing. The list of neighbors is provided in Exhibit O: List of Neighbors.  

The Project team has also reached out to Montgomery County for application clarification and to provide 

a preliminary introduction of the project via a Teams Meeting on 3/15/2024. This was a positive meeting 

and caused the Applicant 22c to immediately reach out to Mr. Wernsing and to implement screening into 

its design of the solar system.  The Applicant asked if screening would be preferred along the earner 

property line but ultimately came to the conclusion that would not be best given the district tile line which 

exists there currently.  Finally, the project has an executed AIMA agreement with the Department of 

Agriculture for the property and a fully signed and paid for interconnection agreement with Ameren which 

resulted in a commitment of nearly $500,000 from the Applicant to Ameren.  The Applicant is invested in 

this county and has been very diligent and thoughtful in doing this the right way for the county to review. 

If the Application is approved and a Building Permit is secured, construction of the Project is scheduled to 

commence in November of 2025. 22c feels this is a proper place for solar development due to its 

proximity to a 34.5 kV line and it not being near subdivisions or many homes. We look forward to 

presenting our project and getting to hear the county’s feedback.  

Thank you so much- Sincerely, from 22c and Kimley-Horn. 

22c is an IL based small company on a clear mission: 1. To help prepare the world for the next 

century through sustainable infrastructure investments primarily through community solar & 2. To 

help prepare students for the clean energy revolution by supporting education, mentorship, and 

professional development locally in Uptown, Chicago and other cities in the Chicagoland area. 

22c has no foreign investors, is wholly owned by IL residents, and will see you soon! Thank you. 
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Project Area is currently cultivated cropland. The Project, if approved, will be a ground-mounted solar 

energy system comprised of solar photovoltaic (PV) modules, a racking system, inverters, and 

underground electrical conduits connecting PV array blocks with inverters. The access road, with a gated 

entrance, is located on the site for access and maintenance of inverters as well as construction access. 

Proposed site access to existing roads will be limited to the driveway off of North Road shown on the 

Solar Farm Development Permit Plans, provided in Exhibit C. The existing access will be improved 

during Final Engineering and Construction. Security fencing will enclose the perimeter of the Project, with 

road access secured through locked metal gates and a vegetative buffer to the south. The southwest 

portion of the site not containing arrays will continue to be farmed for the duration of the project. A series 

of internal access roads will be used to provide access to Project equipment for future maintenance. 

These roads are typically gravel and will be verified upon final design with the geotechnical engineer 

recommendations.  

One (1) landowner, Kevin Wood (Wood Farms Inc.), has signed agreements to participate in the Project. 

The parcel trustees are as follows: 

Wood Farms Inc. as to an undivided 1/4 interest, Trustee of the Kevin D. Wood Revocable Trust 

dated March 27, 1995 as to an undivided 1/8 interest, Trustee of the Bonnie R Wood Revocable 

Trust dated March 27, 1995 as to an undivided 1/8 interest, Trustee of the Dana M. Morris 

Revocable Trust dated November 4, 2009 as to an undivided 1/4 interest and Brian Wood as to 

an undivided 1/4 interest. 

2.1 SOLAR FARM DEVELOPMENT PERMIT FINDINGS OF FACT  

A. Will the proposed design, location and manner of operation of the proposed Solar Garden or 

Solar Farm adequately protect the public health, safety and welfare, and the physical 

environment? 

The proposed design, location and manner of operation of the proposed Solar Farm will adequately 

protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and the physical environment. The proposed Solar Farm is 

a passive use that does not produce any noxious fumes or odors and will generate no sound beyond the 

boundaries of the property, which will not only protect the adjacent agricultural uses, but will also protect 

the property for long-term agricultural use.  The Solar Farm will also result in clean energy production with 

positive outcomes for public health. Finally, the Project will be enclosed by a locked fence and 

inaccessible to trespassers and vandals.   

B. Will the proposed Solar Garden or Solar Farm have a negative impact on the value of 

neighboring property? 

The Solar Farm will not have a negative impact on the value of neighboring property. Solar farms are 

compatible developments with traditional agricultural, rural, and residential uses of land. Adjacent 

property owners will feel little to no change in the pre-existing use and enjoyment of their property, and as 
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established by various studies, the Solar Farm will not substantially diminish property values for adjacent 

uses.   

The Solar Farm will contribute to the general welfare of the community by paying significantly more in 

property taxes than the property currently generates, creating new local jobs, and injecting capital into the 

local economy. 

C. Will the proposed Solar Garden or Solar Farm have a negative impact on public utilities and on 

traffic circulation? 

The Solar Farm will not have any negative impacts on public utilities or traffic circulation.  The Solar Farm 

will provide for all reasonably necessary public utilities, access roads, drainage facilities without materially 

disturbing adjacent landowners or the community in general.  Further, the Solar Farm will contribute clean 

energy to the local electrical infrastructure.   As part of the Solar Farm, an access road will be developed 

and Applicant will study water runoff and drainage, and conduct a survey of drain tiles on site, and will 

address any issues identified in these studies. The stipulations of the AIMA require all projects to avoid 

drain tiles, re-route them or repair them if damaged. 

The Solar Farm will provide adequate measures for ingress and egress so designed as to minimize traffic 

congestion on project right of ways.   The Solar Farm will generate a marginal increase in traffic during 

construction and several vehicles per quarter for maintenance and inspection during the operation of the 

Solar Farm once construction is completed.  

D. Will the proposed Solar Garden or Solar Farm have an impact on the facilities near the 

proposed Solar Garden or Solar Farm, such as schools or hospitals or airports that require 

special protection? 

The proposed Solar Farm will not have an impact on the facilities near the Solar Farm and the proposed 

Solar Farm will not have an impact on schools, hospitals, or local airports. The Solar Farm is not located 

near a school, hospital or airport.  The proposed Solar Farm is a passive use that does not produce any 

noxious fumes or odors and will generate no sound beyond the boundaries of the property. The Solar 

Farm will generate clean energy which can serve local uses including schools, hospitals, and airports.  

2.2 INTERCONNECTION FACILITIES 

The up to 10.00 MW system has approved applications for interconnection on the existing North Road 

34.5 kV power line that runs directly south to the Hilsboro substation. See Exhibit B for the Project’s 

Interconnection Agreement. 

2.3 PROJECT CONSTRUCTION 

Dust and noise from construction will be mitigated with industry standard best management practices. 

Work hours will be limited to 9am – 5pm, Monday through Friday, or as otherwise directed by the County. 

Below is a high-level construction schedule including number of vehicle trips. 
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Estimated Vehicles During Construction 

Time Period 
Construction 

Activity  
Estimated Increase in Vehicles (All 

Vehicles)  

Estimated 

Total Vehicles 

Per Day 

Estimated 

Total Heavy 

Vehicles Per 

Month 

Month 1  

Mobilization, Site 

Clearing, Erosion 

Control, and Initial 

Access Drive 

Improvements  

8 – 10 personal vehicles per work day,  

3 – 6 contractor vehicles per work day,  

1 – 2 material deliveries (tractor-trailer 

trucks, tandem dump trucks) per work 

day,  

1 – 2 equipment delivery (30-foot bed, box 

trucks) per week  

13 – 20 24 – 48 

Months 2 – 

5  

Fence, Solar Array, 

and Final Access 

Road Improvements  

20 – 30 personal vehicles per work day,  

6 – 8 contractor vehicles per work day,  

3 – 4 material deliveries (tractor-trailer 

truck) per work day, and  

1 – 2 equipment deliveries (30-foot bed, 

box trucks, concrete trucks) per work day.  

30 – 44 80 – 120 

Month 6  
Commissioning and 

Demobilization  

6 – 8 personal vehicles per work day,  

3 – 6 contractor vehicles per work day, 

and approx.. 1 equipment removal 

(tractor-trailer truck) per week.  

9 - 14 4 

All equipment uses and operations will be conducted to avoid impeding the flow of traffic on adjacent 

roadways. Contractor shall maintain access to adjacent landowners for the duration of the project 

construction. The Contractor shall be fully responsible to provide signs, barricades, warning lights, guard 

rails, and employ flaggers as necessary when construction endangers either vehicular or pedestrian 

traffic. These devices shall remain in place until the traffic may proceed normally again. Equipment will 

operate in the road right-of-way only to add gravel and make minor improvements to proposed site 

access driveways. Project construction shall ensure all equipment is properly maintained and equipped 

with manufacturer’s standard noise control devices. Overweight/Oversize Permits will be acquired from 

the Illinois Department of Transportation prior to the issuance of a Building Permit. 

2.4 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

During the Building Permit process, the Project will coordinate with the appropriate fire safety personnel 

to ensure adequate plans and systems are in place in the unlikely event a safety issue emerges. 
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Appropriate signage containing necessary contact and safety information for the solar farm will be 

displayed in accordance with local code and coordination with staff. 

Upon request, a walk-through of the site with the local authorities and emergency agencies will be 

scheduled once construction is complete. Emergency personnel will also be given the key or code to 

access the facility. An analysis of the health and safety effects of solar farms in general conducted by 

others has been included in Exhibit K. 

Solar farms do not raise concern for fire and explosive hazards. The solar panels and racking, which 

comprise most of the Project’s equipment, are not flammable. Tempered glass offers protection from heat 

and the elements, and the panels are designed to absorb heat as solar energy. From a study titled Health 

and Safety Impacts of Solar Photovoltaics by North Carolina State University: 

“…Concern over solar fire hazards should be limited because only a small portion of 

materials in the panels are flammable, and those components cannot self-support a 

significant fire. Flammable components of PV panels include the thin layers of polymer 

encapsulates surrounding the PV cells, polymer back sheets (framed panels only), plastic 

junction boxes on rear of panel, and insulation on wiring. The rest of the panel is 

composed of non-flammable components, notably including one or two layers of 

protective glass that make up over three quarters of the panel’s weight.” (Cleveland, 

2017, p.16). 

Refer to Exhibit K for the Health and Safety Impacts of Solar Photovoltaics study. 

2.5 OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

Once constructed, the solar farm will operate throughout the year, passively generating renewable 

energy. The site and equipment will be designed, approved, maintained, and inspected to ensure safety 

and security. Maintenance activities during operation are expected to be minimal with occasional service 

for inverters and transformers. Solar panels are monitored remotely. Traffic is not anticipated to increase 

during the operations of the Project. 

Maintenance operations will likely be carried out rarely and with minimal traffic as only one vehicle will 

likely be needed to carry out maintenance tasks several times a year. To prevent shading of the panels 

for solar energy production and maintain aesthetics of the Project, an on-going vegetation maintenance 

program will be implemented for all vegetated areas within the fenced boundary and buffer areas. After 

construction is complete and stabilized vegetation has been established within the leased area, the 

Project will conduct vegetative management at appropriate frequency based on weather and moisture 

conditions. This management schedule would continue each year until implementation of the 

Decommissioning Plan, included in Exhibit D.  
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3.0 FEDERAL AND STATE APPROVALS, PERMITS, AND 

AGREEMENTS 

3.1 FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) 

The FAA's policy for Solar Energy System Projects on Federally Obligated Airports only requires glint and 

glare screening for solar projects located on federally-obligated towered airports. Since this project is not 

on an airport, it does not require a glint and glare screening. Per Montgomery County Solar Ordinance 

section F.2.g, it is required for solar farms within 500’ of an airport to provide the results from the Solar 

Farm Glare Hazard Analysis Tool (SGHAT). Based on the result of the FAA Notice Criteria Tool included 

in Exhibit I, the coordinates of this project and structure heights “do not exceed notice criteria”, therefore 

the Project is not required to complete the SGHAT. 

3.2 FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) portal was 

consulted to determine if any FEMA 100-year floodplains are on the site. The FEMA Firmette, included in 

Exhibit J, effective 01/09/1981, shows no floodplain present within the project boundary. 

3.3 U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE (USFWS)  

The Project will be designed such that federally listed species will not be significantly impacted. Solar 

projects typically impose only minimal impacts on wildlife species. North Sun LLC evaluated the Project’s 

potential to impact federally protected species. The assessment performed by Kimley-Horn identified four 

species of plants and animals that may be present within the project area: Myotis sodalist (Indiana Bat), 

Perimyotis subflavus (Tricolored Bat), Grus americana (Whooping Crane), and Danaus plexippus 

(Monarch Butterfly). Please see Exhibit G for more information on mitigation efforts and details of each 

species. Prior to construction, consultation with the USFWS will occur to confirm a “No Effect” 

determination for these species.  

3.4 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (IDNR) STATE 

ECOLOGICAL REVIEW 

The Applicant consulted with IDNR for potential impacts to state threatened or endangered species. This 

consultation is conducted pursuant to IDNR’s EcoCAT process. EcoCAT refers to IDNR’s Ecological 

Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCAT). EcoCAT contains the Section, Township, and Range data of the 

Project and generates a Project map. Species of concern within the identified Project Area (and/or which 

may be affected by migrating through or, by reason of the Project, avoiding the identified area) are 

examined as part of the EcoCAT review process.  

EcoCAT requires that state agencies and units of local governments consider the potential adverse 

effects of proposed actions on Illinois endangered and threatened species and sites listed on the Illinois 

Natural Areas Inventory. 

The Applicant submitted an EcoCAT review request to IDNR in March 2024. The Applicant consulted with 

IDNR through the department’s online EcoCAT program for potential impacts to the State threatened or 

endangered species. The Applicant received a formal response letter, dated 03/06/2024, from IDNR’s 



11 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

EcoCAT review provided in Exhibit F. The review indicated there is no record of State-listed threatened 

or endangered species, Illinois Natural Area Inventory sites, dedicated Illinois Nature Preserves, or 

registered Land and Water Reserves in the project area. In other words, pursuant to 17 III. Adm. Code 

Part 1075, the IDNR consultation is terminated. 

3.5 ILLINOIS HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW (SHPO) 

Under the Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Protection Act, the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) division at IDNR is responsible for studying possible Project effects on archaeological and/or 

architectural (cultural) resources. Agencies requiring SHPO evaluation concurrent with their review 

include the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, IDNR, and USACE. The Project contacted the 

SHPO to determine if any historic or archaeological sites are located within the Project Area.  

the Project submitted to SHPO on 04/01/2024. Prior to construction, a Phase 1 Archaeological 

Reconnaissance Survey will be completed, if required by SHPO.  

Confirmation of submittal to SHPO has been included in Exhibit H. 

3.6 ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (IEPA) – SWPPP 

IEPA’s Bureau of Water is responsible for overseeing the issuance of permits within the National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program that regulates construction stormwater discharges. 

Permits require a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which is a site-specific document that 

outlines the measures a project will take to reduce pollutants in the stormwater discharges from a 

construction site. Stormwater controls reduce silt transport and sedimentation during precipitation events.  

Prior to construction, the Project will prepare a SWPPP as well as sediment and erosion control plans for 

submittal and approval for an NPDES Permit through IEPA. The SWPPP will ensure construction activity 

compliance with guidelines and regulations for controlling sediment and erosion runoff. A preliminary 

SWPPP has been included in Exhibit P. 

3.7 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (IDOA) 

The Illinois Renewable Energy Facilities Agricultural Impact Mitigation Act (505 ILCS 147/1 et seq.) 

requires the owner of a commercial solar energy facility to have an Agricultural Impact Mitigation 

Agreement (AIMA) in place within 45 days prior to the commencement of Project construction. The intent 

of the AIMA is to preserve and/or restore the integrity of affected agricultural land during construction and 

decommissioning activities. Illinois State Legislature passed Amendment to House Bill 4412 in January 

2023 and is now Public Act 102-1123. The Amendment requires that facility owners enter into an AIMA 

prior to the date of the required public hearing. The Project entered into an agreement on January 22, 

2024, which is included as Exhibit E. 
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4.0 MONTGOMERY COUNTY SOLAR ORDINANCE AND OTHER LOCAL 

APPROVALS 

The Project will comply with Montgomery County Solar Ordinance No. 2023-23 (amended 06/13/2023), 

as described below and as shown on the Solar Farm Development Permit Plans, included as Exhibit C. 

The Project will be a ground-mounted solar energy system comprised of solar photovoltaic (PV) modules, 

racking system, inverters and medium voltage transformers, and underground electrical conduits 

connecting PV array blocks with inverters. The access road with a gated entrance shall be located off of 

North Road, north of the intersection of N 21st Ave and North Road, for site maintenance, maintenance of 

inverters, as well as construction access.  

4.1 HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS 

The Montgomery County Solar Ordinance section C.9, requires solar arrays to be no more than thirty 

(30’) feet in height. However, the Project will comply with Public Act 102-1123 (55 ILCS 5/5-12020) which 

states that no component of a solar panel, cell or modules may exceed twenty (20) feet in height above 

the ground at full tilt.   

4.2 SETBACKS 

Per Section F.2.f of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance, solar farms are subject to at least the 

following setbacks and shall be measured from the exterior of the proposed perimeter fencing: 

i. Fifty (50) feet from all property lines of the parcel land upon which the Solar Farm is 

located or to be located. 

ii. Fifty (50) feet from the right-of-way of any public road. 

iii. One hundred and fifty (150) feet from the nearest point of the outside wall of any 

occupied community building or dwelling. 

The Project will adhere to the requirements set forth above. The Project demonstrates its compliance in 

the Solar Farm Development Permit Plans, included as Exhibit C. 

4.3 GLARE 

To comply with Section F.2.h. of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance, the solar energy system shall 

be designed, constructed, and sited to minimize glare or reflections on adjacent properties and roadways 

and to not interfere with traffic, including air traffic, or otherwise create a safety hazard. The Project is 

designed to meet the required setbacks and the proposed solar panels include an anti-reflective coating. 

Utilizing these measures, the Project will not adversely affect nearby properties or traffic. 

4.4 SOILS AND GROUND COVER 

Per Section F.2.a of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance, vegetative screening is required around 

the perimeter of the solar farm’s exterior fencing. The Solar Farm Development Permit Plans, included as 

Exhibit C, has proposed vegetative screening along all parts of the solar farm visible to existing 

dwellings. Section F.2.a also states that vegetation must be maintained such that noxious weeds are 



13 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

controlled or eradicated consistent with the Illinois Noxious Weed Law. The Project has developed a 

Vegetation Maintenance Plan, attached as Exhibit N, that includes requirements for mowing, reseeding, 

and weed management practices.   

Per Section F.2.b, a qualified engineer shall certify that the foundation and design of the solar panels 

racking and support is within accepted professional standards, given local soil and climate conditions. 

See record of this certification from a State of Illinois registered structural engineer in Exhibit M. 

4.5 SECURITY BARRIER 

Per Section F.2.i-j. of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance, a fence of at least six (6) feet and not 

more than twenty-five (25) feet in height shall enclose and secure the Solar Farm. Gates shall also be at 

least six (6) feet in height and must be equipped with locks to lessen the likelihood of unauthorized entry 

to the Solar Farm. The Project will adhere to the security barrier requirements set forth in the Montgomery 

County Solar Ordinance. 

4.6 NOISE 

Solar farms must provide proof of compliance with noise regulations of the Illinois Pollution Control Board. 

Manufacturer’s sound power level characteristics will be included as a demonstration of compliance with 

the applicable requirements. The Project has been designed to locate all noise-emitting equipment 

(inverters and transformers) in the center of the project, furthest away from the surrounding properties. 

See proof of compliance in the Noise Analysis included in Exhibit T. 

4.7 LIGHTING 

If lighting is provided at the site, lighting shall be shielded and downcast such that the light does not spill 

onto the adjacent parcel. However, due to the proposed security fence and the nature of the operations of 

a solar energy facility, additional lighting is not typically needed.  

4.8 DECOMMISSIONING PLAN 

A Decommissioning Plan is included in Exhibit D to ensure the solar facility elements will be properly 

removed after the solar energy system is inoperable for 6 months. The Decommissioning Plan was 

developed in accordance with both Section G of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance and the AIMA. 

The Decommissioning Plan outlines a strategy for the removal of Project components such as panels, 

roads, fences, and racking, including any applicable recyclable items once the solar facility is no longer in 

use. The Decommissioning Plan also includes the removal of landscape and restoration of soil and 

vegetation. The combination of the native grasses and pollinator friendly seed mix established during the 

Project life and temporary rest of the soils from agricultural planting will promote soil restoration and more 

productive farmland after decommissioning.  

Prior to commercial operation, the Applicant shall provide Montgomery County with a decommissioning 

bond to ensure proper decommissioning at the end of the Project life.  
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4.9 STORMWATER AND NPDES  

During final engineering, the pre- and post-drainage areas shall be analyzed for quantity of runoff in the 

10-year and 100-year storm events. This analysis is anticipated to show an overall decrease in runoff 

quantity in the post-condition. This expectation is supported by the Hydrologic Response to Solar Farms 

(included in Exhibit L), an article by USACE which analyzes the hydrologic patterns of a typical solar 

farm. The industry standard follows this article and assumes that a change in use from row crop to 

meadow in developing a commercial solar energy facility will reduce runoff.  

The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) is a federally mandated program 

established under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. Its goal being to protect, preserve, and improve 

the Nation’s water resources by controlling polluted storm water runoff. To ensure adequate runoff, a 

NPDES Permit will be applied for and received prior to the commencement of construction activities.  

4.10 STANDARDS AND CODES 

Per Section E.2-6 and F.2.c of the Montgomery County Solar Ordinance, the Project must comply with the 

State of Illinois Uniform Building Code, State Electric Code, State Plumbing Code, State Energy Code, 

State Drainage Laws, and all applicable local, state, and federal regulatory codes. The Applicant 

understands these requirements and all final engineering documents shall be designed in accordance 

with these standards. 

Per Section F.2.d, all on-site power lines and utility connections must be placed underground unless 

otherwise expressly approved. The Project will route all medium-voltage electrical lines underground 

within the Project security fence in accordance with the National Electric Code. The proposed 

interconnection to existing Ameren power poles shall comply with the Interconnection Agreement with the 

utility provided. 

4.11 AVOIDANCE AND MITIGATION OF DAMAGES TO PUBLIC 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Project Team has identified all public roads to be used for transporting materials, construction, 

operation, or maintenance of the Commercial Solar Energy Facility. These roads were identified using 

IDOT approved truck routes and are outlined in the Transportation and Access Plan, found in Exhibit R. 

The Project team has also sent a letter to all authority having jurisdiction of these roads to inform them of 

the project. Records of this Roadway Coordination Correspondence can be found in Exhibit S. Any 

necessary Overweight/Oversize Permits will be acquired from the Illinois Department of Transportation 

prior to the issuance of a Building Permit. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 

The North Sun project adheres to all requirements of Montgomery County and State of Illinois and should 

qualify for a Solar Farm Development Permit to construct a solar farm on North Road in Raymond 

Township, Montgomery County. North Sun LLC, a wholly owned entity of 22c Development, LLC, seeks a 

Solar Farm Development Permit that can be transferred if North Sun LLC is sold by 22c Development. 
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Montgomery County, State of Illinois 
#1 Courthouse Square, Hillsboro, IL 62049 

217-532-9530 
http://montgomelyco.com/ 

APPENDIX A 

PETITION / APPLICATION / REQUEST FOR A Solar Farm or 
Solar Garden Construction Permit. (Revised and effective 6-13-2023) 

It is the responsibility of petitioners or requesters of actions placed before the Montgomery County Board 
to provide specific information and supporting data regarding proposed actions/projects in sufficient detail 
that will allow a decision to be made or a final course of action chosen. The Board shall not accept a 
petition or request as properly filed that is not sufficiently detailed, is missing information required by 
Ordinance, or does not provide sufficient sealed and signed professional studies, reports, and construction 
documents to SUppOlt the request or petition based on the reasoned judgment of the Board. The Board is 
not responsible to make corrections or revise requests/petitions. Incomplete Applications will be 
returned. 

Celtain requests, such as a petition / application for a Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit 
requires, the Board to conduct a Public Hearing on the matter. No Hearings will be scheduled until such 
time that petitionslrequests have been "Accepted as Properly Filed" by the Board. Similarly, 
Petitions/Requests shall not be placed on a Board meeting agenda until such time that the petition/request 
has been "Accepted as Properly Filed" by the Board. 

The Date on which the Petition / Application / Request is "Accepted as Properly Filed" constitutes the 
Legal Begilming Date of any such Construction for all purposes of defining whether a project has been 
initiated or was is progress in Montgomery County, Illinois. 

This petition/application/request for a Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit shall be completed 
in its entirety and submitted to the Montgomery County Board, #1 Courthouse Square, Hillsboro, IL, 
62049. Once the petition / application for a Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit is Accepted 
as Properly Filed by the Board. The application for a Solar Garden or Solar Farm will be reviewed by an 
independent engineer, appointed by the County at the Petitioners expense, to determine the impact of the 
use on public utilities, traffic volume and circulation, impact on near-by properties, compliance with 
Ordinances and laws, and other lawful factors as may be determined reasonable by the Board based on the 
individual Petition/Application. The Board, following a Public Hearing, prepares its Findings of Facts 
and may then take action regarding issuance of a Construction Permit. 

Notice of the Public Hearing. 
The County Board shall hold a Public hearing within sixty (60) days of receiving reviewed information 
from the independent engineer. At the hearing, any interested patty may appear and testify, either in 
person or by duly authorized agent or attorney. Notice indicating the time, date, place, and the nature of 
the proposed Solar Falm or Solar Garden Construction Application, shall be given, according to Para. D2. 
of the Ordinance, before the heat'ing by: 

1. First class mail to the applicant, and to all parties whose propelty would be directly affected by the 
proposed use; and 

2. Publication in a newspaper of general circulation within this County; and 
3. Publication on a state-wide web site. 
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The Petitioner I Applicant I Requestor is responsible to mail the notices to the last known property tax bill 
address by PIN number, and submit a Post Office certificate of mailing record to the County but only after 
receiving the approved text of the Notice from the County. This is at the Petitioner's IApplicant's I 
Requestor's sole expense. 

Properly completed Applications for a Solar Falm or Solar Garden Construction, complete with 
supporting documentation, are to be submitted to the County Board with sufficient lead time for review 
based on the complexity of the individual request. 

All petitioners, or their representative, must attend the County Board meeting( s) considering their request. 
If there is no representation the application may be removed from the agenda and rescheduled. 

The Montgomery County Board shall make a decision within sixty (60) days of the Public Hearing. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Montgomery County Coordinating office at 217-532-9577. 

SECTION BELOW TO BE FILLED OUT BY COUNTY OFFICIAL: 

Date first Received by the Office of The Montgomery County Board: ___________ _ 

Date(s) County Board Date Retumed application for more information (if applicable): 

Date County Board requested revisions were received (if applicable): ___________ _ 

Date accepted by County Board as properly filed: __________________ _ 

Filing fee of $2,500.00 Date paid: ___________ Check number: _____ _ 

Date County acceptance letter is sent to Petitioner: __________________ _ 

Date of required Public Hearing Notice sent to Petitioner: ________________ _ 

Date( s) published and where published: 

Date notices sent: _________ _ Public hearing date: ___________ _ 

County Board determination: __________________________ _ 

APPLICANT & PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION (Print 01' Type): 

ApplicantlPetitioner information: 

Company Name: 

Contact Name and Title: --------------------------

Phone number: ------------------------------
10 

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Alex Farkes (Owner)

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
North Sun LLC, a subsidiary of  22c Development, LLC.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
(779) 774-5151



Mailing address for all official correspondence unless a Legal Representative is designated in which case 
all correspondence and contact will be made with that Legal Representative: 

________________________ Zip: 

Property Owner Name(s): __________________________ _ 

Phone number: -------------------------------

Mailing address: _______________________ Zip: _____ _ 

Designated Legal Representative (licensed 10 praclice Imv inlhe Slale ofIL) of Applicant (if any) 

Name: Phone: ------------------------ -------

Address: _______________________ Zip: _______ _ 

Designated Contact Person (if differenl jiom Applicant), to whom all phone calls, requests for infOlmation, 
clarifications, and coordinator for all actions regarding this Petition, who has the authority to act on behalf 
of the Petitioner in regard to this Petition/Application/Request. This does nol apply if a Legal Represenlalive has 
been designaled in which case all conlacl will be made Ihrough Ihal Legal Represenlative. 

Address: _____________________ Zip: _______ _ 

PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
Nole: If addilional space is needed, please allach additional sheels 10 Ihe application and reference allachment description in 
applicalion. 

I. Location of the proposed use or structure, and its relationship to existing adjacent uses or 
structures: 

2. Legal Description and Acreage: ________________________ _ 

3. Area and dimensions of the site for the proposed structure(s) or uses. 

4. Present Use of property: 
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Amanda.Guerra
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Kevin Wood

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
The Project is sited over approximately 49 acres of leased property bound to the north and west by agricultural fields, bound to the east by North Rd, and bound to the south by N 21st Ave.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
10146 N 21st Ave, Raymond, IL 

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
62560

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
(847)-710-2127

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Mark Gershon

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
150 N. Riverside Plaza, Suite 3000, Chicago, IL

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
60606

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
See the Solar Farm Construction Permit Plans included as Exhibit C.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Agricultural fields

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Parcel Legal Description: The south half (S 1/2) of the southeast quarter (SE 1/4) of Section fourteen (14), Township ten (10) north, Range four (4) west of the third principal meridian, Montgomery County, Illinois, excepting that part described as follows: Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of F.A. Route 166 as recorded in the recorder's office of Montgomery County in Plat Book 1 on page 95 and the west line of the southeast quarter (SE 1/4) of said Section fourteen (14), thence south 88 degrees 26 minutes 20 seconds east and along the centerline of said F.A. Route 166 a distance of 1006.62 feet; thence north 01 degree 33 minutes 40 seconds east a distance of 40 feet to an iron pin set on the north right of way line of said F.A. Route 166, the point of beginning of the tract herein described; thence continuing north 1 degree 33 minutes 40 seconds east a distance of 435.60 feet to an iron pin; thence south 88 degrees 26 minutes 20 seconds east and parallel with the centerline of said F.A. Route 166 a distance of 500.00 feet to an iron pin; thence south 01 degrees 33 minutes 40 seconds west a distance of 435.60 feet to an iron pin set on the north right of way line of said F.A. Route 166; and thence north 88 degrees 26 minutes 20 seconds west and along the north right of way line of said F.A. Route 166 a distance of 500.00 feet to the true point of beginning.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
(mgershon@polsinelli.com)

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Parcel Acreage: 75 acres.

Hanna.London
Text Box
Sean Hickey, P.E.

Hanna.London
Text Box
570 Lake Cook Road, Deerfield, IL

Hanna.London
Text Box
(708)-267-7810

Hanna.London
Text Box
60015



5. Present Land Classification: 
------------------------------------------~ 

6. Proposed Land Use Activity / Nature of the Proposed Use, including type of activity, maimer of 
operation, number of occupants or employees, and similar matters: 

7. Height, setbacks, and property lines of the proposed uses and/or structure(s). 

8. Location and number of proposed parking/loading spaces by type of vehicles, to include Weight 
Classifications and size of access drives/ways. ~ _____________ _ 

9. Existing and proposed screening, lighting (including intensity) landscaping, erosion control, and 
drainage) features on the site, including the parking areas. 

10. Disclosure of any potential envirornnental issues and methods for dealing with them. 

11. Disclosure of any activities requiring outside agency permits and the names, addresses, and phone 
numbers ofthe agency points of contact and how those requirements are being met. 

12. Indicate the suitability of the property in question for Construction: 
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Text Box
Proposed use: Solar Farm

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
See the Narrative included with this application for more details.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
See the Narrative and the Solar Farm Construction Permit Plans included in Exhibit C.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
 See the Solar Farm Construction Permit Plans included in Exhibit C for proposed drives.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
The Project has no proposed parking. 

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
 See the Solar Farm Construction Permit Plans included in Exhibit C.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
 See the Narrative for environmental studies/consultations performed.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
 See the Narrative included with this application.

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
 See the Structural Engineer Certification included in Exhibit M for certification that the soils are suitable for the construction of a solar farm.



13. ADJACENT LAND USE: 

A. North: ____________________________ _ 

B. South: 

C. East: 

D. West: ____________________________ _ 

15. Should this Use be valid only for a specific time period? Yes ____ No ___ _ 

If Yes, what length of time? _________________________ _ 

16. Does the proposed Permit meet the following standards? Yes ____ No ____ (lfnot, attach 
a separate sheet explaining why.) 

A. Will the proposed design, location and manner of operation of the proposed Solar Garden or 
Solar Fatm adequately protect the public health, safety and welfare, and the physical 
environment? ___________________________ _ 

B. Will the proposed Solar Garden or Solar Fatm have a negative impact on the value of 
neighboring propelty? 

C. Will the proposed Solar Garden or Solar Farm have a negative impact on public utilities and 
on traffic circulation? 

D. Will the proposed Solar Garden or Solar Farm have an impact on the facilities near the 
proposed Solat' Garden or Solar Farm, such as schools or hospitals or airpOlts that require 
special protection? 

ATTACHMENTS REQUIRED: 

1. At the time the application is filed, a non-refundable fee is to be paid by the applicant. The 
application fee for a Solar Garden is $2,500.00 and the application fee for a Solar Farm Permit is 
$2,500.00. 

2. For entities governed by governing boards, a copy of the Board Resolution or Board Meeting 
Minutes authorizing the governing board's approval to CatTY out the requested project and to 
authorize the submission to Montgomery County by a designated entity officer of the required 
specific requests / applications / petitions is required to be submitted. 
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Hanna.London
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Hanna.London
Text Box
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3. An area map and site plan from a certified Illinois licensed Engineer. 

4. List of the names, current propeliy tax addresses and propeliy tax PIN numbers of propeliy 
owners located within two-hundred feet and fifty (250') of the property. 

5. A Deconmlissioning plan including: 
A. Process details and cost estimate of decommission. 
B. Anticipated life expectancy of the Solar Farm. 
C. Method of insuring funds will be available for decommissioning and restoration of the 

project site to its original, natural condition prior to the solar farm construction. 
1. This includes a proposed schedule of payments to be deposited into an 

escrow account, on a minimum of a yearly basis, held by Montgomery 
County as assurance for available decommissioning nmds. 

D. The cost estimate of decommissioning will be reviewed every five (5) years, by the 
County's chosen Independent Engineer, and revised if necessary, at the Developers 
expense. The review and revised plan shall be sent to the Montgomery County 
Coordinating Office for Board review. If necessmy, provisions will be made to the escrow 
account balance for the decommissioning of the Solar Garden or Solar Farm. 

CERTIFICATION OF A SOLAR GARDEN OR SOLAR FARM 
PERMIT PETITION / APPLICATION / REQUEST 

I/We the undersigned, agree that the information herein and attached is true. I/We, the undersigned, do 
hereby pelmit officials and/or consultants of Montgomery County, to enter the property described herein 
to complete a thorough review of this application. 

Address: 

Parcel ID # ______________________________ _ 

Applicant's Printed/Typed Name: _______________________ _ 

Signature: __________________ _ Date: -----------

Property Owner's Printed/Typed Name: ______________________ _ 

Signature: __________________ _ Date: ----------

Applicant's Legal or other Representative's PrintedlTyped Name (if applicable): 

Signature: __________________ _ Date: _________ __ 
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STATEMENT OF CONFORMANCE: 

I/We, the undersigned, in making a Petition! Application / Request to Montgomery County for approval 
of a Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit described in this application have reviewed the laws 
and regulations of Montgomery County to the extent that they are applicable to this proposal and 
understand that: I/We, the undersigned have no reasonable expectation of approval of this request until 
such time that a Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit is actually issued by the Montgomery 
County and have been so notified of issuance in writing. I/We hereby acknowledge, attest to, and accept 
the following as conditions of obtaining a Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit in 
Montgomery County, Illinois. 

• NO building, construction, alteration, or use may be started prior to the issuance of a Solar Farm 
or Solar Garden Construction Permit. 

• All building construction and all site construction must conform to the plans and specifications 
approved by the MontgomelY County Board. No deviation ii-om or revision to an approved plan 
may take place without the prior written approval of the Montgomery County Board. 

• Any Permit, once issued, is non-transfelTable to any other legal entity without the express prior 
written approval of the Montgomery County Board. 

• That ALL actions associated with this Permit process shall be taken, processed, and interpreted 
under the Laws of the State of Illinois and Montgomery County and any legal remedies sought by 
any party in connection with this Solar Farm or Solar Garden Construction Pennit shall be brought 
f01ih in the Courts of Montgomery County, Illinois for adjudication. 

• That if the applicant is an Agent representing the actual owners of multiple propeliies, or is a 
lessor, that the Agent has in their possession signed documentation that the actual propeliy owners 
are aware of their legal responsibilities to be personally liable for the costs associated with 
Decommissioning if said lessor or Agent fails for any reason to meet this requirement of the Solar 
Farm or Solar Garden Construction Permit. 

Applicant's Printed/Typed Name: _______________________ _ 

Signature: __________________ _ Date: _________ _ 

Applicant's Legal Representative Printed/Typed Name Signature and Date (if applicable): 

Signature: __________________ _ Date: 

NOTE: It is the responsibility of the Applicant to notify the Montgomery County Coordinating Office at 
each stage of work completed once the Permit is issued. 

Email: cbadmins@l11ontgomerycountyil.gov 

Address: Montgomery County Coordinator 
#1 Courthouse Square - Room 202 
Hillsboro, Il 62049 

Phone: 217-532-9577 

15 

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Alex Farkes

Amanda.Guerra
Text Box
Mark Gershon



17 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT B: INTERCONNECTION 
AGREEMENT 



DocuSign Envelope ID: 34FDA9BF-1597-40BE-9B0A-9B8E480D6DCD 

  

STANDARD AGREEMENT FOR INTERCONNECTION OF DISTRIBUTED 

GENERATION FACILITIES WITH A  CAPACITY LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 10 

MVA  

   

   

  

This agreement (together with all attachments, the “Agreement”) is made and entered into this 04 

day of March 2024, by and between NORTH SUN LLC (“interconnection customer”), as a LLC 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of IL and Ameren Illinois Company, (“Electric  

Distribution Company” or “EDC”), a corporation existing under the laws of the State of Illinois. 

Interconnection customer and EDC each may be referred to as a “Party”, or collectively as the  

“Parties”.  

  

Recitals:   

   

Whereas, interconnection customer is proposing to install or direct the installation of a 

distributed generation facility, or is proposing a generating capacity addition to an existing 

distributed generation facility, consistent with the interconnection request application form 

completed by interconnection customer on _7-29-2022_; and   

   

Whereas, the interconnection customer will operate and maintain, or cause the operation and 

maintenance of, the DER facility; and  

   

Whereas, interconnection customer desires to interconnect the DER facility with EDC's electric 

distribution system.  

   

Now, therefore, in consideration of the premises and mutual covenants set forth in this 

Agreement, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt, sufficiency and adequacy of 

which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties covenant and agree as follows:  

   

Article 1.  Scope and Limitations of Agreement  

   

1.1       This Agreement shall be used for all approved interconnection requests for DER facilities 

that fall under Levels 2, 3 and 4 according to the procedures set forth in Part 466 of the 

Commission's rules (83 Ill. Adm. Code 466) (referred to as the Illinois Distributed Energy 

Resources Interconnection Standard).  

   

1.2       This Agreement governs the terms and conditions under which the DER facility will 

interconnect to, and operate in parallel with, the EDC's electric distribution system.  

   

1.3       This Agreement does not constitute an agreement to purchase or deliver the 

interconnection customer's power.  
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1.4       Nothing in this Agreement is intended to affect any other agreement between the EDC 

and the interconnection customer.  

   

1.5       Terms used in this agreement are defined as in Section 466.20 of the Illinois Distributed 

Generation Interconnection Standard unless otherwise noted.  

   

1.6       Responsibilities of the Parties  

   

1.6.1    The Parties shall perform all obligations of this Agreement in accordance with all 

applicable laws and regulations.  

   

1.6.2    The EDC shall construct, own, operate, and maintain its interconnection facilities 

in accordance with this Agreement.  

   

1.6.3    The interconnection customer shall construct, own, operate, and maintain its 

distributed generation facility and interconnection facilities in accordance with 

this Agreement.  

   

1.6.4    Each Party shall operate, maintain, repair, and inspect, and shall be fully 

responsible for, the facilities that it now or subsequently may own unless 

otherwise specified in the attachments to this Agreement. Each Party shall be 

responsible for the safe installation, maintenance, repair and condition of its 

respective lines and appurtenances on its respective sides of the point of 

interconnection.  

   

1.6.5    The interconnection customer agrees to design, install, maintain and operate its 

DER facility so as to minimize the likelihood of causing an adverse system 

impact on the electric distribution system or any other electric system that is not 

owned or operated by the EDC.  

   

1.7       Parallel Operation Obligations  

Once the DER facility has been authorized to commence parallel operation, the 

interconnection customer shall abide by all operating procedures established in IEEE 

Standard 1547 and any other applicable laws, statutes or guidelines, including those 

specified in Attachment 4 of this Agreement.  

   

1.8       Metering  

The interconnection customer shall be responsible for the cost to purchase, install, 

operate, maintain, test, repair, and replace metering and data acquisition equipment 

specified in Attachments 5 and 6 of this Agreement.  

   

1.9       Reactive Power  
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1.9.1    Interconnection customers with a DER facility larger than or equal to 1 MVA shall 

design their DER facilities to maintain a power factor at the point of 

interconnection between .95 lagging and .95 leading at all times.  Interconnection 

customers with a DER facility smaller than 1 MVA shall design their DER  

facility to maintain a power factor at the point of interconnection between .90 

lagging and .90 leading at all times.  

   

1.9.2    Any EDC requirements for meeting a specific voltage or specific reactive power 

schedule as a condition for interconnection shall be clearly specified in  

Attachment 4. Under no circumstance shall the EDC's additional requirements for 

voltage or reactive power schedules exceed the normal operating capabilities of 

the DER facility.  

   

1.9.3    If the interconnection customer does not operate the distributed generation facility 

within the power factor range specified in Attachment 4, or does not operate the 

distribute generation facility in accordance with a voltage or reactive power 

schedule specified in Attachment 4, the interconnection customer is in default, 

and the terms of Article 6.5 apply.  

   

1.10     Standards of Operations  

The interconnection customer must obtain all certifications, permits, licenses and 

approvals necessary to construct, operate and maintain the facility and to perform its 

obligations under this Agreement. The interconnection customer is responsible for 

coordinating and synchronizing the DER facility with the EDC's system. The 

interconnection customer is responsible for any damage that is caused by the 

interconnection customer's failure to coordinate or synchronize the DER facility with the 

electric distribution system. The interconnection customer agrees to be primarily liable 

for any damages resulting from the continued operation of the DER facility after the EDC 

ceases to energize the line section to which the DER facility is connected. In Attachment 

4, the EDC shall specify the shortest reclose time setting for its protection equipment that 

could affect the DER facility. The EDC shall notify the interconnection customer at least 

10 business days prior to adopting a faster reclose time on any automatic protective 

equipment, such as a circuit breaker or line recloser, that might affect the DER facility.  
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Article 2.  Inspection, Testing, Authorization, and Right of Access   

   

2.1       Equipment Testing and Inspection  

The interconnection customer shall test and inspect its DER facility including the 

interconnection equipment prior to interconnection in accordance with IEEE Standard 

1547 (2003) and IEEE Standard 1547.1 (2005). The interconnection customer shall not 

operate its DER facility in parallel with the EDC's electric distribution system without 

prior written authorization by the EDC as provided for in Articles 2.1.1-2.1.3.  

   

2.1.1    The EDC shall perform a witness test after construction of the DER facility is 

completed, but before parallel operation, unless the EDC specifically waives the 

witness test. The interconnection customer shall provide the EDC at least 15 

business days' notice of the planned commissioning test for the DER facility. If 

the EDC performs a witness test at a time that is not concurrent with the 

commissioning test, it shall contact the interconnection customer to schedule the 

witness test at a mutually agreeable time within 10 business days after the 

scheduled commissioning test designated on the application. If the EDC does not 

perform the witness test within 10 business days after the commissioning test, the 

witness test is deemed waived unless the Parties mutually agree to extend the date 

for scheduling the witness test, or unless the EDC cannot do so for good cause, in 

which case, the Parties shall agree to another date for scheduling the test within 

10 business days after the original scheduled date. If the witness test is not 

acceptable to the EDC, the EDC shall deliver in writing a detailed technical 

description of all deficiencies of the DER facility identified by the EDC during 

the witness test.  The interconnection customer has 30 business days after receipt 

of the written description to address and resolve any deficiencies. This time period 

may be extended upon agreement between the EDC and the interconnection 

customer. If the interconnection customer fails to address and resolve the 

deficiencies to the satisfaction of the EDC, the applicable cure provisions of 

Article 6.5 shall apply. The interconnection customer shall, if requested by the 

EDC, provide a copy of all documentation in its possession regarding testing 

conducted pursuant to IEEE Standard 1547.1.  

  

   

2.1.2    If the interconnection customer conducts interim testing of the DER facility prior 

to the witness test, the interconnection customer shall obtain permission from the 

EDC before each occurrence of operating the DER facility in parallel with the 
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electric distribution system. The EDC may, at its own expense, send qualified 

personnel to the DER facility to observe such interim testing, but it cannot 

mandate that these tests be considered in the final witness test. The EDC is not 

required to observe the interim testing or precluded from requiring the tests be 

repeated at the final witness test.  During and leading up to the witness test, the 

EDC shall not limit the interconnection customer's ability to test the DER facility 

during normal working hours except for safety and reliability reasons.   

  

2.1.3 After the DER facility passes the witness test, the EDC shall affix an authorized 

signature to the certificate of completion and return it to the interconnection 

customer approving the interconnection and authorizing parallel operation. The 

authorization shall not be conditioned or delayed and the EDC shall return the 

signed certificate of completion to the interconnection customer no more than 10 

business days after the date that the DER facility passes the witness test.  

   

2.2       Commercial Operation  

The interconnection customer shall not operate the DER facility, except for interim 

testing as provided in Article 2.1, until such time as the certificate of completion is signed 

by all Parties.  
   

2.3       Right of Access   

The EDC must have access to the disconnect switch and metering equipment of the DER 

facility at all times. When practical, the EDC shall provide notice to the customer prior to 

using its right of access.   

   

Article 3.  Effective Date, Term, Termination, and Disconnection   

   

3.1       Effective Date   

This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by all Parties.   

   

3.2       Term of Agreement   

This Agreement shall become effective on the effective date and shall remain in effect 

unless terminated in accordance with Article 3.3 of this Agreement.   

   

3.3       Termination   

   

3.3.1    The interconnection customer may terminate this Agreement at any time by giving 

the EDC 30 calendar days prior written notice.  

   

3.3.2    Either Party may terminate this Agreement after default pursuant to Article 6.5.  

   

3.3.3    The EDC may terminate, upon 60 calendar days' prior written notice, for failure 

of the interconnection customer to complete construction of the DER facility 
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within 12 months after the in-service date as specified by the Parties in 

Attachment 2, which may be extended by agreement between the Parties.  

   

3.3.4    The EDC may terminate this Agreement, upon 60 calendar days' prior written 

notice, if the interconnection customer has abandoned, cancelled, permanently 

disconnected or stopped development, construction, or operation of the DER 

facility, or if the interconnection customer fails to operate the DER facility in 

parallel with the EDC's electric system for three consecutive years.   

   

3.3.5    Upon termination of this Agreement, the DER facility will be disconnected from 

the EDC's electric distribution system. Terminating this Agreement does not  

relieve either Party of its liabilities and obligations that are owed or continuing 

when the Agreement is terminated.   

   

3.3.6    If the Agreement is terminated, the interconnection customer loses its position in 

the interconnection queue.   

   

3.4       Temporary Disconnection   

A Party may temporarily disconnect the DER facility from the electric distribution system 

in the event one or more of the following conditions or events occurs:   

   

3.4.1    Emergency conditions – shall mean any condition or situation: (1) that in the 

judgment of the Party making the claim is likely to endanger life or property; or 

(2) that the EDC determines is likely to cause an adverse system impact, or is 

likely to have a material adverse effect on the EDC's electric distribution system, 

interconnection facilities or other facilities, or is likely to interrupt or materially 

interfere with the provision of electric utility service to other customers; or (3) 

that is likely to cause a material adverse effect on the DER facility or the 

interconnection equipment. Under emergency conditions, the EDC or the 

interconnection customer may suspend interconnection service and temporarily 

disconnect the DER facility from the electric distribution system. The EDC must 

notify the interconnection customer when it becomes aware of any conditions that 

might affect the interconnection customer's operation of the DER facility. The 

interconnection customer shall notify the EDC when it becomes aware of any 

condition that might affect the EDC's electric distribution system. To the extent 

information is known, the notification shall describe the condition, the extent of 

the damage or deficiency, the expected effect on the operation of both Parties' 

facilities and operations, its anticipated duration, and the necessary corrective 

action.  

   

3.4.2    Scheduled maintenance, construction, or repair – the EDC may interrupt 

interconnection service or curtail the output of the DER facility and temporarily 

disconnect the DER facility from the EDC's electric distribution system when 

necessary for scheduled maintenance, construction, or repairs on EDC's electric 
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distribution system.  The EDC shall provide the interconnection customer with 

notice no less than 5 business days before an interruption due to scheduled 

maintenance, construction, or repair, or the EDC shall provide notice immediately 

if the scheduled maintenance, construction, or repair is scheduled less than 5 

business days in advance.  The EDC shall coordinate the reduction or temporary 

disconnection with the interconnection customer; however, the interconnection 

customer is responsible for out-of-pocket costs incurred by the EDC for deferring 

or rescheduling maintenance, construction or repair at the interconnection 

customer's request.  

   

3.4.3 Forced outages – The EDC may suspend interconnection service to repair the 

EDC's electric distribution system. The EDC shall provide the interconnection 

customer with prior notice, if possible. If prior notice is not possible, the EDC 

shall, upon written request, provide the interconnection customer with written 

documentation, after the fact, explaining the circumstances of the disconnection.  
   

  

3.4.4    Adverse system impact – the EDC must provide the interconnection customer 

with written notice of its intention to disconnect the DER facility, if the EDC 

determines that operation of the DER facility creates an adverse system impact. 

The documentation that supports the EDC's decision to disconnect must be 

provided to the interconnection customer. The EDC may disconnect the DER 

facility if, after receipt of the notice, the interconnection customer fails to remedy 

the adverse system impact, unless emergency conditions exist, in which case, the 

provisions of Article 3.4.1 apply. The EDC may continue to leave the generating 

facility disconnected until the adverse system impact is corrected.  

   

3.4.5    Modification of the DER facility – The interconnection customer must receive 

written authorization from the EDC prior to making any change to the DER 

facility, other than a minor equipment modification. If the interconnection 

customer modifies its facility without the EDC's prior written authorization, the 

EDC has the right to disconnect the DER facility until such time as the EDC 

concludes the modification poses no threat to the safety or reliability of its electric 

distribution system.  

   

3.4.6    The EDC's compliance with Article 3 shall preclude any claim for damages for 

any lost opportunity or other costs incurred by the interconnection customer as a 

result of an interruption of service under Article 3.  Any dispute over whether the 

EDC complied with Article 3 shall be resolved in accordance with the dispute 

resolution mechanism set forth in Article 8.  

  

   

Article 4.  Cost Responsibility for Interconnection Facilities and Distribution Upgrades   
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4.1       Interconnection Facilities   

   

4.1.1    The interconnection customer shall pay, or reimburse the EDC, as applicable, for 

the cost of the interconnection facilities itemized in Attachment 3. The EDC shall 

identify the additional interconnection facilities necessary to interconnect the 

DER facility with the EDC's electric distribution system, the cost of those 

facilities, and the time required to build and install those facilities, as well as an 

estimated date of completion of the building or installation of those facilities.  

   

4.1.2 The interconnection customer is responsible for its expenses, including overheads, 

associated with owning, operating, maintaining, repairing, and replacing its 

interconnection equipment.   

   

4.2       Distribution Upgrades   

The EDC shall design, procure, construct, install, and own any distribution upgrades. The 

actual cost of the distribution upgrades, including overheads, shall be directly assigned to 

the interconnection customer whose distributed generation facility caused the need for the 

distribution upgrades.   

   

  

  

Article 5.  Billing, Payment, Milestones, and Financial Security   

   

5.1       Billing and Payment Procedures and Final Accounting (Applies to supplemental reviews 

conducted under Level 2 or 3 review with EDC construction necessary for 

accommodating the DER facility, and Level 4 reviews)   
  

5.1.1    The EDC shall bill the interconnection customer for the design, engineering, 

construction, and procurement costs of EDC-provided interconnection facilities 

and distribution upgrades contemplated by this Agreement as set forth in 

Attachment 3. The billing shall occur on a monthly basis, or as otherwise agreed 

to between the Parties. The interconnection customer shall pay each bill within 30 

calendar days after receipt, or as otherwise agreed to between the Parties.  

   

5.1.2    Unless waived by the interconnection customer, within 90 calendar days after 

completing the construction and installation of the EDC's interconnection 

facilities and distribution upgrades described in Attachments 2 and 3 to this 

Agreement, the EDC shall provide the interconnection customer with a final 

accounting report of any difference between (1) the actual cost incurred to 

complete the construction and installation of the EDC's interconnection facilities 

and distribution upgrades; and (2) the interconnection customer's previous deposit 

and aggregate payments to the EDC for the interconnection facilities and 

distribution upgrades. If the interconnection customer's cost responsibility 

exceeds its previous deposit and aggregate payments, the EDC shall invoice the 
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interconnection customer for the amount due and the interconnection customer 

shall pay the EDC within 30 calendar days. If the interconnection customer's 

previous deposit and aggregate payments exceed its cost responsibility under this 

Agreement, the EDC shall refund to the interconnection customer an amount 

equal to the difference within 30 calendar days after the final accounting report. 

Upon request from the interconnection customer, if the difference between the 

budget estimate and the actual cost exceeds 20%, the EDC will provide a written 

explanation for the difference.  

  

   

5.1.3 If a Party disputes any portion of its payment obligation pursuant to this Article 5, 

the Party shall pay in a timely manner all non-disputed portions of its invoice, and 

the disputed amount shall be resolved pursuant to the dispute resolution 

provisions contained in Article 8. A Party disputing a portion of an Article 5 

payment shall not be considered to be in default of its obligations under this 

Article.   
   

5.2       Interconnection Customer Deposit   

Within 15 business days after signing and returning the interconnection agreement to the 

EDC, the interconnection customer shall provide the EDC with a deposit equal to 100% 

of the estimated, non-binding cost to procure, install, or construct any such facilities.  

However, when the estimated date of completion of the building or installation of 

facilities exceeds three months from the date of notification, pursuant to Article 4.1.1 of 

this Agreement, this deposit may be held in escrow by a mutually agreed-upon thirdparty, 

with any interest to inure to the benefit of the interconnection customer.  To the extent 

that this interconnection agreement is terminated for any reason, the EDC shall return all 

deposits provided by the interconnection customer, less any actual costs incurred by the 

EDC.   

   

  

  

Article 6.  Assignment, Limitation on Damages, Indemnity, Force Majeure, and Default  

   

6.1       Assignment   

This Agreement may be assigned by either Party. If the interconnection customer 

attempts to assign this Agreement, the assignee must agree to the terms of this Agreement 

in writing and such writing must be provided to the EDC. Any attempted assignment that 

violates this Article is void and ineffective. Assignment shall not relieve a Party of its 

obligations, nor shall a Party's obligations be enlarged, in whole or in part, by reason of 

the assignment. An assignee is responsible for meeting the same obligations as the 

assignor.  

   

6.1.1    Either Party may assign this Agreement without the consent of the other Party to 

any affiliate (including mergers, consolidations or transfers, or a sale of a 
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substantial portion of the Party's assets, between the Party and another entity), of 

the assigning Party that has an equal or greater credit rating and the legal authority 

and operational ability to satisfy the obligations of the assigning Party under this 

Agreement.  

   

6.1.2    The interconnection customer can assign this Agreement, without the consent of 

the EDC, for collateral security purposes to aid in providing financing for the 

DER facility.  

   

6.2       Limitation on Damages   

Except for cases of gross negligence or willful misconduct, the liability of any Party to 

this Agreement shall be limited to direct actual damages and reasonable attorney's fees, 

and all other damages at law are waived. Under no circumstances, except for cases of 

gross negligence or willful misconduct, shall any Party or its directors, officers, 

employees and agents, or any of them, be liable to another Party, whether in tort, contract 

or other basis in law or equity for any special, indirect, punitive, exemplary or 

consequential damages, including lost profits, lost revenues, replacement power, cost of 

capital or replacement equipment. This limitation on damages shall not affect any Party's 

rights to obtain equitable relief, including specific performance, as otherwise provided in 

this Agreement. The provisions of this Article 6.2 shall survive the termination or 

expiration of the Agreement.   

  

6.3       Indemnity   

   

6.3.1    This provision protects each Party from liability incurred to third parties as a 

result of carrying out the provisions of this Agreement. Liability under this 

provision is exempt from the general limitations on liability found in Article 6.2.  

   

6.3.2    The interconnection customer shall indemnify and defend the EDC and the EDC's 

directors, officers, employees, and agents, from all damages and expenses 

resulting from a third party claim arising out of or based upon the interconnection 

customer's (a) negligence or willful misconduct or (b) breach of this Agreement.  

   

6.3.3    The EDC shall indemnify and defend the interconnection customer and the 

interconnection customer's directors, officers, employees, and agents from all 

damages and expenses resulting from a third party claim arising out of or based 

upon the EDC's (a) negligence or willful misconduct or (b) breach of this 

Agreement.  

   

6.3.4    Within 5 business days after receipt by an indemnified Party of any claim or 

notice that an action or administrative or legal proceeding or investigation as to 

which the indemnity provided for in this Article may apply has commenced, the 

indemnified Party shall notify the indemnifying Party of such fact. The failure to 

notify, or a delay in notification, shall not affect a Party's indemnification 
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obligation unless that failure or delay is materially prejudicial to the indemnifying 

Party.  

   

6.3.5    If an indemnified Party is entitled to indemnification under this Article as a result 

of a claim by a third party, and the indemnifying Party fails, after notice and 

reasonable opportunity to proceed under this Article, to assume the defense of 

such claim, that indemnified Party may, at the expense of the indemnifying Party, 

contest, settle or consent to the entry of any judgment with respect to, or pay in 

full, the claim.  

   

  

  

6.3.6 If an indemnifying Party is obligated to indemnify and hold any indemnified Party 

harmless under this Article, the amount owing to the indemnified person shall be 

the amount of the indemnified Party's actual loss, net of any insurance or other 

recovery.  

   

   

6.4       Force Majeure   

   

6.4.1     As used in this Article, a force majeure event shall mean any act of God, labor 

disturbance, act of the public enemy, war, acts of terrorism, insurrection, riot, fire, 

storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to machinery or equipment 

through no direct, indirect, or contributory act of a Party, any order, regulation or 

restriction imposed by governmental, military or lawfully established civilian 

authorities, or any other cause beyond a Party's control. A force majeure event 

does not include an act of gross negligence or intentional wrongdoing by the Party 

claiming force majeure.  

   

6.4.2    If a force majeure event prevents a Party from fulfilling any obligations under this 

Agreement, the Party affected by the force majeure event ("Affected Party") shall 

notify the other Party of the existence of the force majeure event within one 

business day. The notification must specify the circumstances of the force majeure 

event, its expected duration, and the steps that the Affected Party is taking and 

will take to mitigate the effects of the event on its performance. If the initial 

notification is verbal, it must be followed up with a written notification within one 

business day. The Affected Party shall keep the other Party informed on a 

continuing basis of developments relating to the force majeure event until the 

event ends. The Affected Party may suspend or modify its obligations under this 

Agreement (other than the obligation to make payments) only to the extent that 

the effect of the force majeure event cannot be otherwise mitigated.  

   

6.5       Default  
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6.5.1    No default shall exist when the failure to discharge an obligation (other than the 

payment of money) results from a force majeure event as defined in this 

Agreement, or the result of an act or omission of the other Party.  

   

6.5.2    A Party shall be in default ("Default") of this Agreement if it fails in any material 

respect to comply with, observe or perform, or defaults in the performance of, any 

covenant or obligation under this Agreement and fails to cure the failure within 60 

calendar days after receiving written notice from the other Party. Upon a default 

of this Agreement, the non-defaulting Party shall give written notice of the default 

to the defaulting Party. Except as provided in Article 6.5.3, the defaulting Party 

has 60 calendar days after receipt of the default notice to cure the default; 

provided, however, if the default cannot be cured within 60 calendar days, the 

defaulting Party shall commence the cure within 20 calendar days after original  

notice and complete the cure within six months from receipt of the default notice; 

and, if cured within that time, the default specified in the notice shall cease to 

exist.  

   

6.5.3    If a Party has assigned this Agreement in a manner that is not specifically 

authorized by Article 6.1, fails to provide reasonable access pursuant to Article 

2.3, and is in default of its obligations pursuant to Article 7, or if a Party is in 

default of its payment obligations pursuant to Article 5 of this Agreement, the 

defaulting Party has 30 days from receipt of the default notice to cure the default.  

   

6.5.4    If a default is not cured as provided for in this Article, or if a default is not capable 

of being cured within the period provided for in this Article, the nondefaulting 

Party shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by written notice, and be 

relieved of any further obligation under this Agreement and, whether or not that 

Party terminates this Agreement, to recover from the defaulting Party all amounts 

due under this Agreement, plus all other damages and remedies to which it is 

entitled at law or in equity. The provisions of this Article shall survive termination 

of this Agreement.  

   

  

  

Article 7.  Insurance   

   

For DER facilities with a nameplate capacity of 1 MVA or above, the interconnection customer 

shall carry sufficient insurance coverage so that the maximum comprehensive/general liability 

coverage that is continuously maintained by the interconnection customer during the term shall 

be not less than $2,000,000 for each occurrence, and an aggregate, if any, of at least $4,000,000. 

The EDC, its officers, employees and agents shall be added as an additional insured on this 

policy. The interconnection customer agrees to provide the EDC with at least 30 calendar days 

advance written notice of cancellation, reduction in limits, or non-renewal of any insurance 

policy required by this Article.  
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Article 8.  Dispute Resolution  

   

8.1       Parties shall attempt to resolve all disputes regarding interconnection as provided in this 

Article in a good faith manner.   

   

8.2       If there is a dispute between the Parties about implementation or an interpretation of the 

Agreement, the aggrieved Party shall issue a written notice to the other Party to the 

Agreement that specifies the dispute and the Agreement articles that are disputed.  

   

8.3       A meeting between the Parties shall be held within 10 days after receipt of the written 

notice. Persons with decision-making authority from each Party shall attend the meeting. 

If the dispute involves technical issues, persons with sufficient technical expertise and 

familiarity with the issue in dispute from each Party shall also attend the meeting. The 

meeting may be conducted by teleconference.  The informal process between the parties  

shall extend 30 days after the receipt of written notice, after which the dispute is deemed 

resolved and the timeframes for decisions within the interconnection process resume, 

unless one of the parties seeks resolution through non-binding arbitration procedures 

described in Article 8.4 or files a formal complaint at the Commission prior to the end of 

the 30-day period.  

   

8.4       If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute through the process outlined in Article 8.3, 

either party may submit the interconnection dispute to an Ombudsman for non-binding 

arbitration. The party electing non-binding arbitration shall notify the other party of the 

request in writing. The non-binding arbitration process is limited to 60 days, absent 

mutual agreement of the parties and the Ombudsman to a longer period.  

   

8.5      Each party shall bear its own fees, costs and expenses and an equal share of the expenses 

of the non-binding arbitration.  

8.6       Within 10 days after the conclusion of the procedures in Article 8.4, either party may 

initiate a formal complaint with the Commission and ask for an expedited resolution of 

the dispute.  If the complaint seeks expedited resolution, any written recommendation of 

the Ombudsman shall be appended to the complaint.  The formal complaint shall proceed 

as a contested hearing pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of Practice.  

   

8.7       A party may, after good faith negotiations have failed, decline to pursue non-binding 

arbitration and instead initiate a formal complaint with the Commission. The formal 

complaint shall proceed as a contested hearing pursuant to the Commission's Rules of 

Practice.  

   

8.8       Pursuit of dispute resolution may not affect an interconnection request or an 

interconnection applicant's position in the EDC's interconnection queue.  
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8.9       If the Parties fail to resolve their dispute under the dispute resolution provisions of this 

Article, nothing in this Article shall affect any Party's rights to obtain equitable relief, 

including specific performance, as otherwise provided in this Agreement.  

  

  

Article 9.  Miscellaneous   

   

9.1       Governing Law, Regulatory Authority, and Rules  

The validity, interpretation and enforcement of this Agreement and each of its provisions 

shall be governed by the laws of the State of Illinois, without regard to its conflicts of law 

principles. This Agreement is subject to all applicable laws and regulations. Each Party 

expressly reserves the right to seek change in, appeal, or otherwise contest any laws, 

orders or regulations of a governmental authority. The language in all parts of this 

Agreement shall in all cases be construed as a whole, according to its fair meaning, and 

not strictly for or against the EDC or interconnection customer, regardless of the 

involvement of either Party in drafting this Agreement.  
   

9.2       Amendment   

Modification of this Agreement shall be only by a written instrument duly executed by 

both Parties.     

   

9.3       No Third-Party Beneficiaries  

This Agreement is not intended to and does not create rights, remedies, or benefits of any 

character whatsoever in favor of any persons, corporations, associations, or entities other 

than the Parties, and the obligations in this Agreement assumed are solely for the use and 

benefit of the Parties, their successors in interest and, where permitted, their assigns.  

   

9.4       Waiver  

   

9.4.1    Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, a Party's compliance with any 

obligation, covenant, agreement, or condition in this Agreement may be waived 

by the Party entitled to the benefits thereof only by a written instrument signed by 

the Party granting the waiver, but the waiver or failure to insist upon strict 

compliance with the obligation, covenant, agreement, or condition shall not 

operate as a waiver of, or estoppel with respect to, any subsequent or other failure.  

   

9.4.2.   Failure of any Party to enforce or insist upon compliance with any of the terms or 

conditions of this Agreement, or to give notice or declare this Agreement or the 

rights under this Agreement terminated, shall not constitute a waiver or 

relinquishment of any rights set out in this Agreement, but the same shall be and 

remain at all times in full force and effect, unless and only to the extent expressly 

set forth in a written document signed by that Party granting the waiver or 

relinquishing any such rights. Any waiver granted, or relinquishment of any right, 
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by a Party shall not operate as a relinquishment of any other rights or a waiver of 

any other failure of the Party granted the waiver to comply with any obligation, 

covenant, agreement, or condition of this Agreement.  

  

9.5       Entire Agreement   

Except as provided in Article 9.1, this Agreement, including all attachments, constitutes 

the entire Agreement between the Parties with reference to the subject matter of this 

Agreement, and supersedes all prior and contemporaneous understandings or agreements, 

oral or written, between the Parties with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement. 

There are no other agreements, representations, warranties, or covenants that constitute 

any part of the consideration for, or any condition to, either Party's compliance with its 

obligations under this Agreement.  

   

9.6       Multiple Counterparts  

This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which is deemed 

an original, but all constitute one and the same instrument.  

   

  

  

  

9.7       No Partnership   

This Agreement shall not be interpreted or construed to create an association, joint 

venture, agency relationship, or partnership between the Parties, or to impose any 

partnership obligation or partnership liability upon either Party. Neither Party shall have 

any right, power or authority to enter into any agreement or undertaking for, or act on 

behalf of, or to act as or be an agent or representative of, or to otherwise bind, the other 

Party.  

   

9.8       Severability  

If any provision or portion of this Agreement shall for any reason be held or adjudged to 

be invalid or illegal or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction or other 

governmental authority, (1) that portion or provision shall be deemed separate and 

independent, (2) the Parties shall negotiate in good faith to restore insofar as practicable 

the benefits to each Party that were affected by the ruling, and (3) the remainder of this 

Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.  

   

   

9.9       Environmental Releases   

Each Party shall notify the other Party of the release of any hazardous substances, any 

asbestos or lead abatement activities, or any type of remediation activities related to the 

DER facility or the interconnection facilities, each of which may reasonably be expected 

to affect the other Party. The notifying Party shall (1) provide the notice as soon as 

practicable, provided that Party makes a good faith effort to provide the notice no later 

than 24 hours after that Party becomes aware of the occurrence, and (2) promptly furnish 
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to the other Party copies of any publicly available reports filed with any governmental 

authorities addressing such events.  

   

9.10     Subcontractors  

Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent a Party from using the services of any 

subcontractor it deems appropriate to perform its obligations under this Agreement; 

provided, however, that each Party shall require its subcontractors to comply with all 

applicable terms and conditions of this Agreement in providing services and each Party 

shall remain primarily liable to the other Party for the performance of the subcontractor.  

   

9.10.1  A subcontract relationship does not relieve any Party of any of its obligations 

under this Agreement. The hiring Party remains responsible to the other Party for 

the acts or omissions of its subcontractor. Any applicable obligation imposed by 

this Agreement upon the hiring Party shall be equally binding upon, and shall be 

construed as having application to, any subcontractor of the hiring Party.  

   

9.10.2  The obligations under this Article cannot be limited in any way by any limitation 

of subcontractor's insurance.  

  

  

  

Article 10.  Notices   

   

10.1     General   

Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, any written notice, demand, or request 

required or authorized in connection with this Agreement ("Notice") shall be deemed 

properly given if delivered in person, delivered by recognized national courier service, or 

sent by first class mail, postage prepaid, to the person specified below:   

   

If to Interconnection Customer:  

   

Interconnection Customer:  NORTH SUN LLC   

Attention: ALEXANDER FARKES   

Address:  4753 N BROADWAY STREET, FLOOR 2   

City: CHICAGO  State: IL  Zip: 60640  

Phone:  7797745151  Fax:    E-Mail: ALE X@22C.NET  

   

If to EDC:   
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EDC:  Ameren Illinois Company  

Attention:  Ameren Illinois Net Metering Coordinator  

Address:   10 Richard Mark Way – Mail Code 910  

City: Collinsville  State:  IL  Zip:  62234  

Phone:    Fax:
 
  E-Mail: RenewablesIllinois@ameren.com  

   

Alternative Forms of Notice  

Any notice or request required or permitted to be given by either Party to the other Party and not 

required by this Agreement to be in writing may be given by telephone, facsimile or e-mail to the 

telephone numbers and e-mail addresses set out above.   

   

10.2     Billing and Payment   

Billings and payments shall be sent to the addresses set out below:   

   

If to Interconnection Customer:  

   

Interconnection Customer:  NORTH SUN LLC    

Attention: ALEXANDER FARKES    

Address:  4753 N BROADWAY STREET, FLOOR 2    

City: CHICAGO  State: IL  Zip:  60640  

   

  

If to EDC:  

   

EDC: Ameren Illinois Attention:  

Address: 

City:  

   

10.3     Designated Operating Representative   

The Parties may also designate operating representatives to conduct the communications 

that may be necessary or convenient for the administration of this Agreement. This 

person will also serve as the point of contact with respect to operations and maintenance 

of the Party's facilities.   

Ameren Net Metering Coordinator   

 Richard Mark Way  10 –   Mail Code 910   

Collinsville   State:   IL   Zip:   62234   
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Interconnection Customer's Operating Representative:       

Attention:  ALEXANDER FARKES    

Address:  4753 N BROADWAY STREET, FLOOR 2    

City: CHICAGO   State: IL  Zip:  60640  

   

   

EDC's Operating Representative:   Ameren Illinois  

Attention: Ameren Illinois Net Metering Coordinator  

Address:  10 Richard Mark Way – Mail Code 910  

City: Collinsville  State: IL  Zip: 62234  
   

10.4     Changes to the Notice Information   

Either Party may change this notice information by giving five business days written 

notice before the effective date of the change.   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Article 11.  Signatures   

   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their 

respective duly authorized representatives.   

   

   

For the Interconnection Customer:  -  
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Name:  

Title:   SOLE OWNER  

Date:  3-4-2024  

   

For EDC:   

   

Name:  Brian Ripperda  

 

Title:  Director, Technology Applications 

Date: March 4, 2024
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Attachment 1  

   

Definitions  

   

Adverse system impact – A negative effect that compromises the safety or reliability of the 

electric distribution system or materially affects the quality of electric service provided by the 

electric distribution company (EDC) to other customers.   

   

Applicable laws and regulations – All duly promulgated applicable federal, State and local 

laws, regulations, rules, ordinances, codes, decrees, judgments, directives, or judicial or 

administrative orders, permits and other duly authorized actions of any governmental authority, 

having jurisdiction over the Parties.  

   

Commissioning test – Tests applied to a distributed generation facility by the applicant after 

construction is completed to verify that the facility does not create adverse system impacts. At a 

minimum, the scope of the commissioning tests performed shall include the commissioning test 

specified IEEE Standard 1547 Section 5.4 "Commissioning tests."  

   

Distributed generation facility – The equipment used by an interconnection customer to 

generate or store electricity that operates in parallel with the electric distribution system. A 

distributed generation facility typically includes an electric generator, prime mover, and the 

interconnection equipment required to safely interconnect with the electric distribution system or 

a local electric power system.  

   

Distribution upgrades – A required addition or modification to the EDC's electric distribution 

system at or beyond the point of interconnection to accommodate the interconnection of a 

distributed generation facility. Distribution upgrades do not include interconnection facilities.  

   

Electric distribution company or EDC – Any electric utility entity subject to the jurisdiction of 

the Illinois Commerce Commission.  

   

Electric distribution system – The facilities and equipment used to transmit electricity to 

ultimate usage points such as homes and industries from interchanges with higher voltage 

transmission networks that transport bulk power over longer distances. The voltage levels at 

which electric distribution systems operate differ among areas but generally carry less than 100 

kilovolts of electricity.  Electric distribution system has the same meaning as the term Area EPS, 

as defined in 3.1.6.1 of IEEE Standard 1547.  

   

Facilities study – An engineering study conducted by the EDC to determine the required 

modifications to the EDC's electric distribution system, including the cost and the time required 

to build and install the modifications, as necessary to accommodate an interconnection request.  

   

Force majeure event – Any act of God, labor disturbance, act of the public enemy, war, acts of 

terrorism, insurrection, riot, fire, storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to machinery or 
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equipment through no direct, indirect, or contributory act of a Party, any order, regulation or 

restriction imposed by governmental, military or lawfully established civilian authorities, or any 

other cause beyond a Party's control. A force majeure event does not include an act of gross 

negligence or intentional wrongdoing.  

   

Governmental authority – Any federal, State, local or other governmental regulatory or 

administrative agency, court, commission, department, board, other governmental subdivision, 

legislature, rulemaking board, tribunal, or other governmental authority having jurisdiction over 

the Parties, their respective facilities, or the respective services they provide, and exercising or 

entitled to exercise any administrative, executive, police, or taxing authority or power; provided, 

however, that this term does not include the interconnection customer, EDC or any affiliate of 

either.   

   

IEEE Standard 1547 – The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc. (IEEE), 3  

Park Avenue, New York NY 10016-5997, Standard 1547 (2003), "Standard for Interconnecting 

Distributed Resources with Electric Power Systems."   

   

IEEE Standard 1547.1 – The IEEE Standard 1547.1 (2005), "Conformance Test Procedures for 

Equipment Interconnecting Distributed Resources with Electric Power Systems."  

   

Interconnection agreement or Agreement – The agreement between the interconnection 

customer and the EDC. The interconnection agreement governs the connection of the distributed 

generation facility to the EDC's electric distribution system and the ongoing operation of the 

distributed generation facility after it is connected to the EDC's electric distribution system.   

   

Interconnection customer – The entity entering into this Agreement for the purpose of 

interconnecting a distributed generation facility to the EDC's electric distribution system.  

   

Interconnection equipment – A group of components or an integrated system connecting an 

electric generator with a local electric power system or an electric distribution system that 

includes all interface equipment, including switchgear, protective devices, inverters or other 

interface devices. Interconnection equipment may be installed as part of an integrated equipment 

package that includes a generator or other electric source.  

   

Interconnection facilities – Facilities and equipment required by the EDC to accommodate the 

interconnection of a distributed generation facility. Collectively, interconnection facilities include 

all facilities, and equipment between the distributed generation facility and the point of 

interconnection, including modification, additions, or upgrades that are necessary to physically 

and electrically interconnect the distributed generation facility to the electric distribution system. 

Interconnection facilities are sole use facilities and do not include distribution upgrades.  

   

Interconnection request – An interconnection customer's request, on the required form, for the 

interconnection of a new distributed generation facility, or to increase the capacity or change the 
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operating characteristics of an existing distributed generation facility that is interconnected with 

the EDC's electric distribution system.  

   

Interconnection study – Any of the following studies, as determined to be appropriate by the 

EDC:  the interconnection feasibility study, the interconnection system impact study, and the 

interconnection facilities study.  

   

Illinois standard distributed generation interconnection rules – The most current version of 

the procedures for interconnecting distributed generation facilities adopted by the Illinois 

Commerce Commission. See 83 Ill. Adm. Code 466.  

   

Parallel operation or Parallel – The state of operation that occurs when a distributed generation 

facility is connected electrically to the electric distribution system.  

   

Point of interconnection – The point where the distributed generation facility is electrically 

connected to the electric distribution system. Point of interconnection has the same meaning as 

the term "point of common coupling" defined in 3.1.13 of IEEE Standard 1547.  

   

Witness test – For lab-certified equipment, verification (either by an on-site observation or 

review of documents) by the EDC that the interconnection installation evaluation required by 

IEEE Standard 1547 Section 5.3 and the commissioning test required by IEEE Standard 1547 

Section 5.4 have been adequately performed. For interconnection equipment that has not been 

lab-certified, the witness test shall also include verification by the EDC of the on-site design tests 

required by IEEE Standard 1547 Section 5.1 and verification by the EDC of production tests 

required by IEEE Standard 1547 Section 5.2. All tests verified by the EDC are to be performed in 

accordance with the test procedures specified by IEEE Standard 1547.1.  

    

Attachment 2  

   

Construction Schedule, Proposed Equipment & Settings  

   

This attachment is to be completed by the interconnection customer and shall include the 

following:  

   

1. The construction schedule for the distributed generation facility.  

  

2. A one-line diagram indicating the distributed generation facility, interconnection 

equipment, interconnection facilities, metering equipment, and distribution upgrades.  

   

3. Component specifications for equipment identified in the one-line diagram.  

   

4. Component settings.  

   

5. Proposed sequence of operations.  
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6. A three line diagram showing current potential circuits for protective relays.  

   

7. Relay tripping and control schematic diagram.  
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Attachment 3  

   

Description, Costs and Time Required to Build and  Install 

the EDC's Interconnection Facilities  

   

This attachment is to be completed by the EDC and shall include the following:  

1. Required interconnection facilities, including any required metering.  

Per the prior studies - EDC shall build the substation facilities as required to support 

the interconnection of the interconnection customer proposed facility up to the point 

of disconnect.  The interconnection would consist of installation of pole, instrument 

transformers, cabinet, main line disconnect on both sides of tap line, pole mounted 

recloser (Viper/Intellirupter) and primary metering at POI. The interconnection 

customer would be responsible for construction to the point of disconnect. All costs 

shall be paid for and/or reimbursed by the interconnection customer pursuant to 

Article 5 of this agreement.   The interconnection customer is required to construct all 

facilities which connect to EDC’s facilities or otherwise interface with EDC’s 

facilities, all as determined by EDC’s final, detailed engineering, in accordance with 

EDC’s published standards.  

Additional required interconnection facilities and system upgrades may be identified 

while completing Detailed Engineering.  

2. An estimate of itemized costs charged by the EDC for interconnection, including 

overheads, based on results from prior studies.  

North Road Solar: Off of North Rd, Raymond, IL- 5000 KW (PowerClerk DER-11354)  

  

Queue Position: 2  

NOTE: THE COST ESTIMATE PROVIDED FOR YOUR PROJECT IN THE NEXT  

SECTION IS CONTINGENT UPON CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION OF ALL  

SYSTEM UPGRADES REQUIRED OF PROJECT(S) AHEAD OF YOUR PROJECT IN  

THE QUEUE THAT HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE CONNECTION OF YOUR  

PROJECT.  SHOULD ANY ONE OR MORE OF SUCH PROJECTS WITHDRAW FOR  

ANY REASON, THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR PROJECT MAY CHANGE TO  

REFLECT THE COST IMPACT OF SYSTEM UPGRADES THAT NOW MAY BE 

REQUIRED TO CONNECT YOUR PROJECT AS A RESULT OF THE WITHDRAWAL 

OF SUCH HIGHER QUEUED PROJECTS.  

An estimate of itemized costs charged by the EDC for interconnection, including 

overheads.  
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 $394,000.00 for installation of pole, instrument transformers, cabinet, main line 

disconnect on both sides of tap line, pole mounted recloser (Viper/Intellirupter) and 

primary metering at POI.  This will be subject to a true-up process at the end of the 

project.   

Ameren Illinois reserves the right to revise this estimate prior to and during construction based on the 

requirements of Good Utility practices not foreseen at the time of the original estimate.  The revisions 

to the estimate may include, but are not limited to, changes in the cost of materials and required 

labor.    

Notwithstanding Section 5.2 of this Agreement, the Parties may agree to other forms of security in lieu 

of a cash deposit provided such other form of security is acceptable to the EDC.  

  

3.         An estimate for the time required to build and install the EDC's interconnection facilities 

based on results from prior studies and an estimate of the date upon which the facilities 

will be completed.  

The final construction timeline will be developed during the scoping meeting which will 

be held with the applicant after the deposit is paid in full and will continue to be updated 

as the developer and Ameren Illinois work thru the construction process.  That 

notwithstanding, it is anticipated that Ameren Illinois will initiate procurement activities 

immediately following the scoping meeting. Any revisions to the current scope of 

construction activities and their timeline will be provided immediately after that 

discussion. The requested in-service date is dependent on the availability of any long lead 

time equipment and weather impacts on construction activities.  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Attachment 4  
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Operating Requirements for Distributed Generation Facilities Operating in Parallel  

   

The EDC shall list specific operating practices that apply to this distributed generation 

interconnection and the conditions under which each listed specific operating practice applies.   

  

1. Customer shall meet requirements specified in Level 2 or 4 study.  

  

  

  

  

Attachment 5  

   

Monitoring and Control Requirements  

   

This attachment is to be completed by the EDC and shall include the following:  

   

1. The EDC's monitoring and control requirements must be specified, along with a reference 

to the EDC's written requirements documents from which these requirements are derived.   

   

2. An internet link to the requirements documents.   

  

https://www.ameren.com/service-manual  

  

http://standards.ieee.org  

  

  

Attachment 6  

   

Metering Requirements  

   

This attachment is to be completed by the EDC and shall include the following:  

   

1. The metering requirements for the distributed generation facility.   

  

The specific metering requirements and equipment will be specified as part of the 

Detailed Engineering.  

  

2. Identification of the appropriate tariffs that establish these requirements.   

   

3. An internet link to these tariffs.  

   

https://www.ameren.com/illinois/business/rates/ https://www.ameren.com/illinois/electric-

choice/renewables     

https://www.ameren.com/service-manual
https://www.ameren.com/service-manual
https://www.ameren.com/service-manual
https://www.ameren.com/service-manual
http://standards.ieee.org/
http://standards.ieee.org/
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/business/rates/
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/business/rates/
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/electric-choice/renewables
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/electric-choice/renewables
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/electric-choice/renewables
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/electric-choice/renewables
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/electric-choice/renewables
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Attachment 7  

   

As Built Documents  

   

This attachment is to be completed by the interconnection customer and shall include the 

following:  

   

When it returns the certificate of completion to the EDC, the interconnection customer shall 

provide the EDC with documents detailing the as-built status of the following:  

   

1. A one-line diagram indicating the distributed generation facility, interconnection 

equipment, interconnection facilities, and metering equipment.   

   

2. Component specifications for equipment identified in the one-line diagram.  

   

3. Component settings.  

   

4. Proposed sequence of operations.  

   

5. A three-line diagram showing current potential circuits for protective relays.  

   

6. Relay tripping and control schematic diagram.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



AmerenIllinois.comAmeren Illinois P.O.  Box 88034 Chicago, IL 60680 1.888.678.2477

NORTH SUN LLC
4753 BROADWAY ST FLOOR 2
CHICAGO, IL 60640

P.O.  Box 88034
Chicago, IL 60680-1034

Ameren Illinois

Please Return This Portion With Your Payment. DUE DATEAMOUNT DUE

ACCOUNT NUMBER

Mar 27, 2024   $394,000.00

07071-21102

0700000 0007071211002 00000000 000394000000 0003940000004

ACCOUNT NUMBER

LOCATION

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE BY

BILL DATE

Keep This Portion For Your Records

DOJM NUMBER

CONSTRUCTION BILLING
CHARGE DATE:

CUSTOMER PO #

07071-21102

21034 NORTH RD SOLAR
HARVEL, IL

Mar 13, 2024

Mar 27, 2024    $394,000.00

03/12/2024

1000015271

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION COST/
UNIT

AMOUNT

          Miscellaneous                                                                                      $394000.00

SOLAR COST ESTIMATE DER-11354.  CHRG# 1000015271

Current Amount Due

Prior Amount Due
Total Amount Due

     $394,000.00

           $0.00

     $394,000.00

Speedpay gives you the added convenience and flexibility of paying your bills by phone or electronically seven days a week, 
24 hours a day.  Speedpay payments show as "pending payments" on the same day the transaction is processed, and they 
are credited to your utility account within 48 hours.  To use Speedpay, call 1.888.777.3108.  A convenience fee applies.

BA



18 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT C: SOLAR FARM 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT PLANS 

 

 

 

 



19 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT D: DECOMISSIONING PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 



20 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT E: AGRICULTRAL IMPACT 
MITIGATION AGREEMENT (AIMA) 

 

 

 

 



21 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT F: ILLINOIS DEPARMENT 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES (IDNR) 

ECOCAT 

 

 

 

 



22 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT G: ECOSPHERE 
INFORMATION FOR PLANNING AND 

CONSULTATION (IPAC) 

 

 

 

 



24 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT I: FEDERAL AVIATION 
AGENCY (FAA) NOTICE OF 

CRITERIA 

 

 

 

 



25 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT J: FEMA FIRMETTE 

 

 

 

 

 



26 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT K: HEALTH AND SAFETY 
STUDIES 

 

 

 

 



27 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT L: HYDROLOGIC 
RESPONSE TO SOLAR FARMS 

 

 

 

 



28 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT M: STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEER’S CERTIFICATE 

 

 

 

 



29 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT N: VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

 

 

 



30 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT O: LIST OF NEIGHBORS 
  



31 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT P: PRELIMINARY STORM 
WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 

PLAN 
  



32 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT Q: PRODUCT CUT SHEETS 
  



33 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT R: TRANSPORTATION AND 
ACCESS PLAN 

  



34 North Sun LLC │ Application for Solar Farm Development Permit 
April 2024 │ First Submittal 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT S: ROADWAY 
COORDINATION 

CORRESPONDENCE 
  


